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book on anything to do with Radium in five
languages; she was still inventing new techniques;
she seemed to work by magic; her pupils could
trust her guidance entirely. She was both bold
and prudent.
One by one the students would go off to their
particular experiments. Perhaps one who had
something to show would take Marie with him;
perhaps she would at last find herself free to go
to her own laboratory and do her own work.
At mid-day she walked home to lunch but she
still discussed Physics at the table 'with Irene. Eve
sometimes felt out of it. Her mother and sister
talked of BB prime and BB squared and as, in
French, BB is pronounced bebe, which means
baby. Eve was left wondering what a squared
baby and a prime baby could possibly be.
But, in 1926, Irene married a brilliant young
scientist called Joliot and Eve had the conversa-
tion to herself.
"Darling, you do the talking," said Marie.
"What are they doing in the world?3* And Eve
would talk to her about everything, for every-
thing interested her, especially simple and childish
things. She liked to hear how fast Eve drove, or
what the baby said, when Irene's baby began to
say things, or what people thought of the new
Fascists.
"Ah!" said Marie, if by chance anyone praised
a dictator, "I have lived under oppression. You
haven't. You don't understand how happy you
are to live in a free country." And if anyone